SIR PERCY COX

proposed to the Council on July nth a resolution, which was
unanimously approved, that the Amir Faisal should be
declared King, on condition that his government should be a
constitutional, representative and democratic one. On re-
ceiving a copy of the resolution according to the usual routine,
I replied that before concurring in or confirming it I felt it
necessary to fortify myself with dkeft evidence of the choice of
the people by means of a referendum and the task of carrying
out the measure was at once put in hand. The people of the
Sulaimaniyeh DiStrift of Southern Kurdistan decided to
abstain, as they were at liberty to do, from taking any part in
the election of a King for the Iraq; with this exception the
referendum was applied throughout the country and the
results showed 96 per cent, of the votes to be in favour of the
Amir Faisal's election, the remaining 4 per cent, coming
mainly from the Turcoman and Kurdish communities of
Kirkuk. On 18th August the Ministry of the Interior informed
His Highness the Naqib, as President of the Council, that an
overwhelming majority of the people supported the Amir
Faisal's election and accordingly on 23rd August in the
presence of representatives of all local communities and
deputations from every Liwa and Iraq, except Sulaimaniyeh
and Kirkuk, I proclaimed His Highness the Amir Faisal to
have, been duly elefted King of Iraq and at the same time
announced his Recognition as King,by His Britannic Majesty's
Government.

Careful to tread with dignity and in conformity with the
constitutional pra&ice usual on the accession of a Sovereign,
His Highness The Naqib and the Provisional Government
formally tendered their resignation to the King, who while
thanking them for their services requested them to continue
in office until a new Cabinet should be formed. It was then
my grateful duty to intimate to the Naqib that His Majesty
King George in recognition of his services to his country had
been pleased to confer on him the high distinction of Knight
Grand Commander of the Order of the British Empire. King
Faisal followed with a speech in which he Stated the principle
by which his Government would be guided, insisting on the
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